
Personal Exemptions



About Personal Exemptions

• TaxSlayer: Basic Information section

• Additional resources listed in L&LT “References” tab 

• Review all tips and cautions 

• Read all examples and sample interviews

• We will review answers to each exercise in the lesson
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Objectives – Personal Exemptions

• Distinguish between personal and dependency exemptions.

• Determine if a taxpayer can claim a personal exemption.

• Time Required: 10 minutes
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Topics

• Personal exemptions

• Entering personal exemptions
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Key Terms

Definitions are always available in the L&LT online Glossary.

• Exemptions: An exemption is a dollar amount that can be deducted
from an individual’s total income, thereby reducing the taxable income.
The deduction for personal exemptions is suspended (reduced to $0)
for tax years 2018 through 2025 by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Although
the exemption amount is zero, the ability to claim an exemption may
make taxpayers eligible for other tax benefits.
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Personal Exemptions

• Questions on the L&LT landing page – check your understanding 
of personal exemptions

• What are exemptions? 
• A dollar amount that can be deducted from a taxpayer’s total income, 

thereby reducing their taxable income.

• Personal exemptions 
• Claimed for self (and possibly spouse)

• Dependency exemptions 
• Claimed for qualifying dependents
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Rules for Taxpayer and Spouse

• Review Form 13614-C: Can anyone claim you or your spouse as a 
dependent on their tax return?
• Answer must be “no” to claim personal exemption

• Resources:
• Pub 4012, Dependents tab, Overview of the Rules for Claiming a 

Dependent
• Interactive Tax Assistant: Personal and Spousal Exemptions
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http://apps.irs.gov/app/vita/content/globalmedia/personal_exemptions_4012.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/help/ita/can-i-claim-my-personal-and-or-spousal-exemption


Entering Personal Exemptions

• Check boxes on Form 1040 labeled "Someone can claim you as a
dependent" and "Someone can claim your spouse as a dependent"

• TaxSlayer automatically fills in the entries
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Summary

• Taxpayers can claim a personal exemption for:
• Themselves, if they may not be claimed as another taxpayer’s 

dependent
• Their spouse, if filing jointly and the spouse may not be another 

taxpayer’s dependent
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